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— J. R. R. Tolkien
Not all those who wander are lost.



Dedication
For those who still feel something 

when the road opens up ahead.

For those who pull over for light.

For those who know wandering 
and wondering are close cousins.
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Welcome
This book was written for iPhone photographers who want more than snapshots 
and more than specs. It was written for those who believe photography can still 
be personal, emotional, adventurous, and alive.

Roadtripping remains one of the best ways I know to wake up the eyes. New 
towns, changing weather, long roads, cheap motels, coffee at dawn, empty 
landscapes, strange signs, human moments, and light that never repeats itself. 
The road offers endless chances to notice what daily life trains us to ignore.

Inside these pages, I’ll help you make better iPhone photos through stronger see-
ing, smarter choices, practical techniques, and a deeper relationship with travel 
itself.

This is not about chasing perfect destinations. It is about becoming the kind of 
photographer who can make something meaningful almost anywhere.

Let’s hit the road.
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There is an old line often attributed to J. R. R. Tolkien that has lived in the hearts 
of travelers, drifters, seekers, and restless souls for generations: Not all those who 
wander are lost. Whether spoken in the exact way people repeat it or not hardly 
matters anymore. It has escaped the page and entered the bloodstream of cultu-
re. It now belongs to anyone who has ever felt the tug of the open road, the need 
to move, the ache to leave, the hope that somewhere beyond the next curve life 
might look a little clearer.

For many people, wandering sounds irresponsible. It sounds aimless. It sounds 
like a person who cannot commit, cannot settle, cannot get organized, cannot 
stay put long enough to become respectable. Wandering gets framed as drift, 
confusion, delay, indecision, even failure. The world tends to admire roots more 
than wheels. Stability more than movement. Schedules more than spontaneity. 
But that is only one reading of the word, and perhaps the dullest one.

I have come to believe that wandering, properly understood, is not the absence of 
direction. It is often the search for a deeper one. It is movement with curiosity at-
tached. It is allowing the world to interrupt your assumptions. It is making room for 
accident, surprise, detour, and discovery. It is refusing to believe that the shortest 
distance between two points is always the most meaningful route.

Roadtripping photographers understand this instinctively. We know that some of 
the best images of our lives were never on the itinerary. They happened because 

Not All Who Wander Are Lost
1.0

Why the road has a way of returning us to ourselves

Some people wander because they are avoiding life. 
Others wander because they are trying to meet it 
face to face.”“
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we took the side road. Because we stopped when others drove on. Because we 
doubled back. Because we got out of the car when common sense said keep 
moving. Because we looked left while everyone else looked right. Wandering, in 
this sense, is not weakness. It is method.

There is also only one letter separating wandering from wondering, and I don’t 
think that is accidental. Wanderers tend to be wonderers. They ask questions. 
They notice things. They remain open. They are less concerned with arriving and 
more interested in paying attention along the way. They still have enough child 
left in them to be fascinated by an old gas station sign, a shaft of evening light on 
a motel wall, a weathered face at a diner counter, the geometry of fence posts in 
morning fog, or a lonely road disappearing into distance.

Wondering keeps the camera alive in your hands. The day you think you already 
know what matters to photograph is the day your seeing begins to calcify. Wan-
dering re-softens the eyes. It wakes up dormant instincts. It puts you back into 
conversation with light, weather, timing, chance, and mood. It reminds you that 
the world is not a checklist but a living stage set that changes by the minute.

This is especially true with an iPhone in your pocket. Traditional cameras often 
ask for commitment before action. Bags, lenses, settings, decisions, weight, se-
tup. None of that is bad. I came from that world and respect it deeply. But the 
iPhone asks something different. It asks readiness. It rewards alertness. It favors 
the person who can respond in real time to fleeting visual gifts. On the road, whe-
re moments appear and vanish in seconds, that matters.

The road also has a strange way of finding what the home routine can hide. You 
leave town to photograph landscapes and end up confronting your own thou-
ghts. You go chasing sunsets and discover loneliness. You stop for tacos and 
stumble into gratitude. You photograph abandoned buildings and realize what 
parts of yourself need rebuilding. Motion stirs reflection. Miles loosen knots. Si-
lence speaks louder in motion than it often does in stillness.

That is why I reject the lazy assumption that wandering equals being lost. Some 
people standing still are profoundly lost. Some people with mortgages, calen-
dars, promotions, and polished routines are spiritually nowhere. And some people 
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driving a back road with dust on the windshield and no fixed agenda are closer to 
themselves than they have been in years.

Foundness does not always look organized.

Sometimes being found looks like pulling over because the light just turned gold 
across a field. Sometimes it looks like sitting alone at sunrise with coffee on the 
hood of the car. Sometimes it looks like photographing a peeling motel door 
because something in it feels like memory. Sometimes it looks like driving twenty 
extra miles because curiosity said yes.

If you are reading this as an iPhone photographer, let me offer a gentle challenge. 
Redefine what success on the road means. It is not how many stops you hit. Not 
how many photos you take. Not whether you reached the famous overlook be-
fore everyone else. Not whether strangers online applaud what you posted that 
night. Success may simply be that you were present enough to notice something 
beautiful and awake enough to respond.

Roadtripping is not tourism at its best. It is awareness at its best.

This book is built on that premise. We are not merely trying to take prettier iPhone 
pictures from the passenger seat. We are trying to become more alive to what 
the road offers: light, randomness, design, humanity, weather, solitude, surprise, 
humor, scale, intimacy, and perspective. Better photos are the byproduct. Better 
seeing is the prize.

So no, not all who wander are lost. Some are paying attention for the first time in 
years. Some are healing. Some are remembering who they were before life be-
came obligation. Some are following light. And some, camera in hand, are finally 
being found.
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Roadside Cheat Sheet
1.1 Leave breathing room in every roadtrip day. Tight schedules suffocate surpri-
se, and surprise is where many memorable photos live.

1.2 Keep your iPhone ready at all times: charged battery, available storage, clean 
lens, camera quickly accessible. Roadside moments disappear fast.

1.3 Use 24MP HEIF as your everyday travel setting. It offers an excellent balance 
of quality, flexibility, and manageable file size for longer trips.

1.4 When something catches your eye, trust the instinct. Pull over safely, step out, 
and investigate before logic talks you out of it.

1.5 Make three photographs at every meaningful stop: one wide scene-setter, 
one tighter subject frame, one intimate detail. That alone builds stronger storyte-
lling habits.

1.6 Measure success by awareness, not quantity. One honest photograph made 
while fully present can justify an entire day on the road.
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Jack Hollingsworth is one of the 
world’s most experienced iPhone 

photographers, having shot exclusively 
with iPhone cameras since 2011. His 

work, teaching, books, and workshops 
have helped thousands of everyday 
photographers make stronger, more 

meaningful images.
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Connect with Jack
iphonejack.pro

http://facebook/@jackhollingsworth
https://www.facebook.com/jackhollingsworth
https://x.com/photojack/
https://www.instagram.com/jackhollingsworth
https://www.youtube.com/@jackhollingsworth
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